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R27I95IZ JAN 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMCONSUL HAMILTON 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

UNCLAS STATE 018784 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EIND, TBIO, BD, EC, HK, NZ 
SUBJECT: DRUG RECALL - SUB-POTENCY 

1 . EDA ADVISES THAT AN TX (PRESCRIPTION) DRUG FOR INTRAVENOUS 
INJECTION IN SINGLE DOSE VIALS AND VIAL CARTONS (12 VIALS TO A 
CARTON) LABELED IN PART NDC -006-333-50 INTRAVENOUS SODIUM 
EDECRIN (SODIUM ETHACRYNATE, MSD) 50 MG. ETHACRYNIC ACID 
EQUIVALENT CAUTION: XXX EOR THE PREPARATION OF INTRAVENOUS 
SOLUTIONS XXX MERCK SHARP & DOHME, DIVISION OF MERCK & CO., 
INC., SUMNEYTOWN PIKE, WEST POINT, PA. 19435, ARE BEING RECALLED 
TO THE USER LEVEL BECAUSE THE PRODUCT IS SUB-POTENT. A TOTAL 
OF 56 LOTS ARE INVOLVED - ALL LOTS BEAR A LOT NUMBER WITH THE 
SUEFIX "S". THE LOTS EALL BELOW THE USP LIMITS OF 92 - 1 10 
PERCENT OE DECLARED POTENCY. THE AVERAGE POTENCY OF ALL LOTS 
IS 82.6 PERCENT WITH A RANGE OF FROM 73 TO 95.8 PERCENT. 

2. EOREIGN CONSIGNEES, AS FOLLOWS: 
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A. MERCK, SHARP & DOHME (INTERNATIONAL) LTD., BERMUDIANA 
ROAD, JAMILTON, BERMUDA. 

B. MERCK, SHARP & DOHME (LA.) CORP., AVENIDA DE LAS AMERICAS 
EDIEICIO SONAPAL, GUAYAQUIL, ECUADOR. 

C. MERCK, SHARP & DOHME (ASIA) LTD., AMERICAN INTER- 
NATIONAL ASSURANCE BLDG., 8TH FLOOR, I STUBBS ROAD, HONG 
KONG, B.C.C. 

D. MERCK, SHARP & DOHME (NEW ZEALAND) LTD., PLUNKET AVENUE, 
WIRE AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND 

3. POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT FOREIGN CONSIGNEES TO 
DETERMINE IF THEY ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE FACTS OF THE RECALL. 
KISSINGER 
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